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Working in a Series
by Jill Jensen
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Over the years I have created many 

series of work, some are based on 

specific images that speak to me or are 

based on poems or prayers. Working in a 

series allows me to more fully explore a 

particular concept or image. Sometimes 

you might not realize that you actually do 

work in series. If you find that there is a 

recurring image or theme that you respond 

to then you are on your way to creating a 

group of related images, i.e., a series.

Hands form the basis for one series. I 

have traced my hand and those of family 

members as the starting point for the 

design. In the beginning, I kept the 

images life-size, but then started enlarging 

the size of the hand as the design work 

continued. I put a symbol in the palm of 

the hand and sometimes embed letters 

into the fingers to continue the message.

The Canticle of Creation is a prayer in 

praise of nature and I have created work 

in handmade paper, linocut prints on 

paper, and now two series as quilts 

around it. I have divided the prayer into 

seven main parts and each series has 

seven pieces. If you are not familiar with 

the prayer, the parts are: Sun, Fire, Moon 

and Stars, Air, Water, Mother Earth, and 

Death. I worked on the first quilt version 

over the course of five years. Each quilt 

was completed as I figured out how I 

wanted to represent the image. I started 

with Mother Earth and the final piece was 

Air. It took me a long time to figure out 

how to visually represent air, something 

that you can hear and feel but cannot see. 

I have just completed the second quilt 

series of this prayer. I carved large 

woodcut printing plates and printed them 

on fabric. Each image was then painted 

and stitched. The images in this series are 

based on the hands of my family. When 

my mother died in July 2016, I traced her 

hand and I knew then that I wanted to 

use her hand for sister death and I built all 

of the rest of the images around that idea. 

This is an occasion where a set of quilts 

falls into two of my ongoing series—

hands and the Canticle of Creation.

The biggest and longest series is my 

weekly quilts. In June 2001, I was 

web surfing and came across Jeanne 

Williamson’s site and her weekly quilt 

project. (Her series was 1999–2005.) It 

reminded me of an artist that I knew who 

did a year of daily paintings. I realized 

that daily quilts would be too much so I 

adopted the idea of making a small quilt 

every week. This has been a wonderful 

form of self-discipline. Each week 

between Sunday and midnight Saturday, 

I create from start to finish a small quilt. 

I have to admit that most of the time this 

happens on Saturday evening because 

time seems to race by. 

My guidelines are the time frame 

(weekly), size (the same size quilt for the 

entire year), and if I start on a piece of 

fabric, I must use it—no throwing it out 

and starting over. I journal on the back of 

the quilt as a record of that week. 

Some weeks are experiments in color 

choices, the printing of a new printing 

plate that I carved, or some event that 

happened. I have quilts about travel, a 

death in the family, holidays, and anything 

else that pops into my head as I begin. 

Originally I only used geometric shapes 

but then I went on to use other forms 

including pears, birds, and fish. My first 

weekly quilt was made on June 9, 2001, 

and I am now in my 18th year of this 

series! I have boxes full of these small 

quilts. They are part of my permanent 

collection and I exhibit them on occasion 

and some years they have been included 

in National Juried Art shows.

The purpose of series work can vary. My 

weekly quilts are for self-discipline and 

a format for experimentation in color, 

technique, and style. Other series are a 

means to continue exploring a particular 

image or concept. 
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