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Adding bespoke details to the edges 

of your work can take it to the next 

level. Often when we get to the last step 

of a project—finishing the edges—we’re 

just over it, ready to finish up quickly 

and move on to the next project. I’d like 

to encourage you to put a lot of care and 

intention into finishing off the edges 

of your work with as much thought as 

every other part of the project. Well-

thought-out details on the edges elevate 

the way a project looks and adds a 

luxe or glam touch. It’s the difference 

between a custom-tailored suit and an 

off-the-rack suit! Bespoke edge finishes 

can be used on quilts, pillows, clothing, 

bags and totes, and more.

Bespoke Edge Finishing
by Jane Davila

Sponsored by Bernina of America, eQuilter.com, Marabu, Dharma Trading Co., and Wooly Felted Wonders

Materials Needed for All Edges
• Project to add the edge finish

• Needle

• Scissors

Specific materials for each edge

Big Stitch Bespoke Edges

• Embroidery floss or thick thread

Beaded Bespoke Edges

• Beads (I used seed and bugle beads.)

• Beading thread (thread color to match 

beads)

• Beading needles

Button-Embellished Bespoke Edges

• Buttons in a variety of sizes and colors

• Thread to match or contrast with 

buttons

Overcast Stitch Bespoke Edges

• Embroidery floss or thick thread

Embroidered Bespoke Edges

• Embroidery floss or thick thread

Fringed Bespoke Edges

• Narrow strips of fabric or thick yarn

• Tailor’s awl

Optional

• Small dowel
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Big Stitch Bespoke Edges
Sew 1 or more rows of long stitches by hand 

around the perimeter of the project using 

embroidery floss or thick thread.

Tip: If the evenness of the stitches is important 

to you, measure the spacing of each stitch and 

mark the entrance and exit point of each stitch 

with a mechanical pencil. The pencil mark will be 

covered by the stitching.

Bespoke: (“beh-spoke”) custom made articles; 
made to order; fine or unusual details

InstructIons
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Beaded Bespoke Edges
1. Apply traditional double- or single-

fold binding to all 4 sides. 

2. Using a beading needle and beading 

thread, hand sew seed or bugle beads 

along the inside edge of binding.

Variations
• Try other types of beads.

• Vary the distance between beads.

• Sew beads down the center of the 

binding instead of along the edge.

• Sew clusters of beads to the corners of 

the quilt.

• Use beads on 2 or 3 sides of the quilt.

• Combine types of beads.

• Allow some beads to dangle.

Button-Embellished 
Bespoke Edges
1. Sew buttons in a clustered row 

around 1 or more edges of the 

project. 

2. Vary sizes and colors/shades of the 

buttons, placing them very close 

together and even overlapping 

slightly.

Overcast Stitch  
Bespoke Edges
1. Apply traditional double or single 

fold binding to all 4 sides.

2. Using an embroidery needle and 

floss or linen thread, sew randomly 

over the bound edge, starting from 

the back. 

3. Continue around all sides.

Variations
• Vary the distance between stitches.

• Vary direction of stitches.

• Vary width of stitches.

• Try other types of thread.

Embroidered  
Bespoke Edges
1. Apply traditional double- or single-

fold binding to all 4 sides.

2. Using embroidery floss, stitch 

along the inner bound edge with 

your choice of embroidery stitch. 

Buttonhole, feather stitch, and chain 

stitch are all well suited for this 

technique.

Fringed Bespoke Edges
1. Cut 8" lengths of narrow fabric 

strips or thick yarn.

2. Using the tailor’s awl, pierce holes 

along the edges of the project, 

spacing the holes evenly.

Tip: The spacing of the holes partially 

depends on the thickness of the yarn or 

fabric strip and partially on how tight 

you want the finished fringe to appear. 

Experiment on a test sample first to see 

what you like.

3. Fold 1 piece of yarn in half. Using 

the awl or a small dowel, push the 

folded end of the yarn through the 

hole you’ve made, from the front of 

the project. The folded edge should 

be showing on the back and the tails 

of the yarn should be on the front.

4. Pass the tails of the yarn through 

the loop that the folded edge of the 

yarn makes and pull the tails until a 

knot is formed along the edge of the 

project. Repeat this process with the 

rest of the yarn until you achieve the 

desired effect.

5. Trim the ends of all of the fringe 

pieces even once all of the fringing is 

complete.  
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