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If you make an art quilt without a 

border and would like the binding 

to continue the image all the way 

to the edge, here’s a way to do it. I like 

the look of an uninterrupted image. It 

means working only on one side of your 

quilt at a time, but it’s a worthwhile task. 

InstructIons
1. Start on 1 side of the quilt at 1 end. 

Locate a fabric that is longer than 

the area you are matching binding 

to by at least a few inches. (figure 1) 

Trim the width to 2¼". 

2. Fold it in half lengthwise and 

place it on the quilt where you are 

matching it, letting 1 end hang over 

the end of the corner by 2" or so, 

and matching raw edges. Using a 

pin, pin the binding piece onto the 

quilt edge, mimicking a ¼" seam 

allowance, at the point where the 

next color will be. (figure 2) 

3. Fold it forward so you can see the 

quilt. Draw a line on the binding 

with the marking tool extending the 

line in the image onto the binding. 

(figure 3) 
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Materials
• A quilt already quilted and trimmed

• Collection of fabrics to match/play 

well with the fabrics at the edge of 

the quilted image

• Sewing machine with both a regular 

and walking foot

• Neutral thread

• Fabric-safe marking tools, both dark 

and light, such as erasable pens or 

chalk
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4. Unfold and remove the binding 

piece and extend the drawn line 

along the width of the fabric strip. 

(figure 4) 

5. Choose the next fabric strip; trim to 

2¼" width and at least a few inches 

longer than the area you wish to 

cover. 

Tip: I start with a long strip and trim/

reuse it as I go along.

6. Place the first strip on top of this 

new strip, overlapping so the new 

strip goes past the drawn line. Cut 

alongside the drawn line, adding 

a scant seam allowance to the first 

strip. (figure 5) 

7. Place strips right sides together, 

offsetting angled strips as needed, 

and sew the scant seam allowance. 

Press open. (figure 6)

8. Repeat Step 2, double checking that 

the seam meets up where desired. 

This may take a couple of tries as 

you can’t tell on the underside of 

the binding what it looks like on the 

front side. This is mostly true for 

diagonal seams, shown here. Straight 

seams and less extreme angles are 

easier to match. 

9. Mark the outer edge on the binding. 

(figure 7) This comes into play later.

10.  Moving along to subsequent pieces, 

repeat Steps 2–7. Be careful to cut on 

the correct side of the drawn line so 

the seam ends up in the right place, 

this is crucial.

Tip: Every time you add a piece you will 

need to pin/unpin the whole binding to be 

sure you’re marking correctly. (figure 8) 

11. When you have the length of 1 side 

done and leaving the beginning 

fabric hanging over a couple of 

inches like a tail, sew it onto the 

quilt using the walking foot, but 

keeping the first 3"–4" unsewn. 

You will sew the rest of the strip 

all the way to the end of this side. 

Turn the binding to the back, trim 

off only the end where you just 

stopped sewing—leave the tail at the 

beginning unsewn—and hand sew 

the binding into place on the back. 

12. Proceed to the 2nd side and when 

that binding is complete, fold a 

narrow seam allowance at the top 

and sew the binding, covering the 

end of the first side. Sew all the way 

to the end. Trim this end, and hand 

sew the binding into place on the 

back as before. 

13. Repeat these steps for the 3rd and 

4th sides. Sewing the 4th side onto 

the quilt will be the same as sides 2 

and 3 but be sure to pin the “tail” of 

the 1st piece out of the way—then 

you can sew the 4th side all the way 

to the end. Trim as before. 

14. Like a partial seam, sew the tail end 

of the 1st strip over the 4th side and 

attach it, turning under a narrow 

seam allowance as before.  
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