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I like giving beautifully wrapped gifts. 

However, I don’t like expensive 

wrapping paper that cannot be 

recycled. Often I wrap gifts in a large 

fabric square. That doesn’t work with 

fragile gifts or things with telltale shapes. 

The solution is easy, inexpensive, and 

elegant: I make my own gift boxes from 

fabric—often scraps—and end up with 

a custom-sized box that secures the 

gift. Boxes from packaging are taken 

apart and used them as my templates. 

These gift boxes are a great way to use 

up scraps of fabric and embellishment 

materials.

InstructIons
1.  Choose a box and open up all 

sides. The opened box becomes 

the template. Use the marker to 

accentuate the folds of the box with 

dotted lines. (figure 1) You’ll need to 

know where these folds are when 

sewing a later step.

Tip: Some boxes are sealed to hold their 

shape. In this case, you will need to make 

a cut so the box lies flat.

2. Trace the pattern onto heavyweight 

interfacing and cut it out.

3. Using a lightweight fusible web, fuse 

the fabric for the outside of the box 

to 1 side. Fuse the inside fabric to 

the other side. 

4. Finish the edge of the box with a 

tight zigzag stitch. Any openings, 

such slots for tabs, also need to be 

finished with a tight zigzag stitch.

5. To make the box fold easily, sew a 

short straight stitch to sew along the 

dotted fold lines noted in Step 1. 

6. Sew on any needed closures, such as 

buttons, ties, or hook-and-loop tape. 

In this example, the box can fold 

flat with the cut edges lining up to 

one side. I used a loose zigzag stitch 

to sew these two edges together to 

close up the box. 

7. Add embellishments such as beads, 

couched ribbons, or yarn, as desired. 

Embellishments should stay out of 

the way when the box folds up.  
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Materials
• Recycled packaging box to use as a 

template

• Fabric for inside and outside of the 

box; can be the same or different 

(Use tightly woven fabrics that don’t 

ravel easily.)

• Marker or pencil

• Heavyweight interfacing

• Lightweight fusible web

• Closures, such as buttons, snaps, or 

sew-on hook-and-loop tape

• Embellishments. such as beads, 

ribbon, yarns, etc. 

• Sewing machine with free motion 

capability and wide zigzag presser 

foot 
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