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Recently, a textile art group I 

exhibit with was challenged 

to create work in response 

to a museum’s collection of regional 

historical artifacts. I chose a simple 

antique maple chair that was exactly 

like the chairs my father had found and 

refinished for my dining room. 

I tried a number of times to draw that 

chair, but getting the perspective right 

was hard, even though I have taken 

drawing classes! Then, since I decided 

I wanted multiple images anyway, I 

figured out how to make a stamp with 

the help of digital technology. Taking the 

time to create complex, original stamps 

is a gift to yourself that keeps on giving!

Using my complicated stamps began a 

new series for me, which is distinguished 

by the repetition of a single image. The 

chair is such an ordinary object, but for 

me it is also imbued with deep symbolic 

meaning. “Room at the Table,” “House 

of Refuge,” “Belonging,” “All of Us and 

Aliens Too,” and “Welcome” are the titles 

of recent work which explore topical and 

universal issues of acceptance, tolerance, 

and social policies.

InstructIons
1. Digitally alter the photograph using a 

photo app that can sketch or simplify 

the image by drawing the outlines. 

Make it black and white. Eliminate 

any extraneous details later. 

Tip: Use these easy editing tools: adjust 

color, sharpen, saturation, contrast, 

exposure, and altering the line thickness.

2. Print the image on computer paper. 

(Remember that stamps appear as 

mirror images of what they print.)

3.  Decide how large you want it to be 

and enlarge or reduce as necessary. 

Note: It is fun to have different sizes of 

the same image. You can make them quite 

large by printing and taping together big 

sections of the image. 

4. Add in any missed details with a 

black permanent marker. Decide and 

mark which areas you are going to 

keep in the stamp for ease in cutting. 

5. Tape all 4 sides of the image to a 

piece of craft foam. Place this on a 

cutting mat. 
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Materials
• Digital photograph of something 

complicated to draw

• Device (computer, phone or tablet) with 

photo editing apps and a printer

• Regular computer paper 

• Permanent, extra-fine black marker,  

(to add details the printer may miss)

• Pencil, clear tape, and white craft glue

• Craft foam (Larger than finished stamp 

size in a light color that shows the ink.)

• Sharp cutting tool (I use an X-Acto® knife.)

• Rotary cutting ruler and mat

• Base for stamp (Block of wood, piece of 

acrylic, or very firm stabilizer about 1" 

larger than stamp—something that can be 

cleaned with water and reused. )

• Cloth to print on (To fit at least 1 stamp 

or larger for multiple stamps.) 

• Plastic to cover working surface

• Textile printing ink or thick paints, 

like acrylics

• Firm surface to roll ink (I use a gel pad.)

• 2 brayers (1 for ink, 1 clean to press stamp)

• Small paint brush for touch ups, if 

necessary

• Tissue or paper towel
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6. Using the cutting tool, cut slowly 

and carefully around your image. 

I use a rotary cutting ruler for the 

straight lines. 

Tip: If you make a mistake you can 

always glue it back together. You can score 

lines that you only want a suggestion of 

with a pencil or pen. 

7. Remove unwanted bits of craft foam 

and paper. 

8. Glue the stamp onto your chosen 

substrate using white craft glue. 

Glue completey for maximum 

crispness of your stamps. Press 

down and wipe off extra glue with a 

bit of tissue. Let dry for 24 hours.

To stamp
1. Cover your work surface with 

plastic. Iron and lay out the cloth. 

Squeeze a dab of textile printing 

ink or thick paint onto a gel surface 

and roll it until the brayer is coated 

evenly.

2. Hold the stamp in your hand and 

apply the ink/paint all over using 

the brayer. Clean up any unwanted 

pigment on the edges of the stamp 

with paper towel. Carefully flip the 

stamp and push it gently into the 

cloth. Roll the clean brayer all over. 

3. Carefully lift the stamp off and 

either reuse or gently clean it right 

away in mild soapy water with a soft 

toothbrush. Air dry. 

Tip: Second and third prints are often 

very interesting. 

4. Let the cloth dry and set at least a 

day before using. Create beautiful, 

original, one-of-a-kind art—maybe 

you will begin a new series!  

stonethreads.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAUTION: Always be 
very careful using a cutting 
tool. Cut away from yourself 
and your fingers.

CAUTION: Always use 
parchment paper or Teflon 
when pressing over inks and 
acrylic paints. 
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