
bodacious blanket stitching by machine
Consider cutting a few extra shapes and fusing them to practice fabric. Select blanket or 
buttonhole stitch on your machine. Experiment with stitch length and width settings until 
you like the look of the stitch. Record these settings for future reference.  

photo a 
With appliqué positioned just to left of the needle, hold 
thread tails to the side. Lower presser foot and take a few 
tiny straight stitches in background fabric along edge of 
appliqué to secure beginning stitching. Change settings 
on machine to those you recorded during practice. Begin 
forward portion of blanket stitch just outside appliqué 
shape. The needle will swing to the left and stitch into 
appliqué when making horizontal part of stitch. 

photo b 
As you stitch around a curve, adjust presser foot so 
horizontal portion of the stitch is perpendicular to edge 
of the appliqué. Pivot when needle has completed 
horizontal part of stitch and is in the background fabric 
next to the appliqué. For a tight curve, you may need to 
adjust the fabric every stitch or two. 

photo c 
To stitch around a point, stop stitching just outside the 
point and lower needle. (If necessary, raise presser foot 
and adjust the fabric a bit to place needle in the right 
spot.) Pivot appliqué so horizontal part of the stitch is 
centered on the point. You may want to narrow your 
stitch as you approach the point and widen it as you 
stitch away from it.  

photo d 
Pivot fabric so straight part of next stitch is parallel 
to appliqué edge. Continue stitching along edge of 
appliqué until you reach the starting point. Stitch just up 
to the first stitch and take several tiny straight stitches to 
secure stitching.

photo e 
Pull on both beginning and ending bobbin threads to 
bring top threads to the back of block. 

photo f 
Knot threads.
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