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    hexagon

By Malka Dubrawsky

baby 
 quilt

traditional meets contemporary
 with string piecing
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one of the simplest ways to make a traditional 
block feel fresh and modern is to radically 
change its proportions. I can think of few 
blocks more associated with traditional 
quilting than Grandmother’s Flower 
Garden, a pattern of hexagons usually 
painstakingly pieced using the English 
Paper Piecing method. To give this 
design a contemporary feel, I divided 
each hexagon into three supersized 
string-pieced sections, with the 
strings cut freehand using a rotary 
cutter. The strings lend a scrappy 
quality but don’t diminish the quilt’s 
overall modern sense because the 
palette is limited to shades of orange for 
the hexagons and gray for the background 
diamonds. Finally, I coordinated the color of the 
binding strips to the edges of the quilt. The result is 
a shaped baby quilt that can function as a scrap-busting 
project while packing a powerful visual punch.

F i n i s h e D  s i z e :  3 6 "  ×  3 6 "
•	 Assorted cotton and linen 

prints and solids in orange (I 
used about 25 different orange 
fabrics. If you are using scraps, 
note that the pieces must 
measure at least 11⁄2" × 10". You 
will be freehand cutting 90 or 
more strips of approximately 
this size—see Step 2.) 

•	 Assorted cotton and linen prints 
and solids in gray (I used about 
17 different gray fabrics. If you 
are using scraps, note that the 
pieces must measure at least 
11⁄2" × 12". You will be freehand 
cutting 35 or more strips of 
approximately this size—see 
Step 3.) 

•	 Coordinating cotton fabric for 
backing, 1 yd.

•	 6 orange bias-cut strips for 
binding, each 11⁄2" × 10"

•	 6 gray bias-cut strips for 
binding, each 11⁄2" × 20"

•	 Cotton batting, crib size 
•	 Paper, cardboard, or clear 

plastic for making templates 

m
aterials

D i r e c t i o n s
note: All seam allowances are 1⁄4".

Making the templates 
and cutting the fabric
1. Enlarge the template patterns 

and trace them onto paper, 
cardboard, or template 
plastic; cut them out to 
make templates. Label the 
templates A and B.

2. From the assorted orange 
fabrics, freehand cut 90 or 
more strips that measure 
at least 11⁄2" × 10", using 
the rotary cutter as you 
would draw with a pencil. 
Don’t worry about exact 
measurements, and aim for a 
variety of widths; the number 
of strips you will need 
depends on the widths.

3. From the assorted gray 
fabrics, freehand cut 35 or 
more strips that measure 
at least 11⁄2" × 12". Again, 
don’t worry about exact 
measurements and aim for a 
variety of widths.

Making the hexagon 
blocks
1. Gather 4–5 orange strips 

and place them side-by-side 
on a table to determine 
the desired arrangement. 
(Figure 1) Position Template 
A on top of the strips to 
determine if you will need 
additional strips. (Remember 
to take seam allowances into 
consideration.)

2. Sew the long edges of 2 strips 
together. Press the seam 
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to 1 side. Repeat to add the 
remaining strips. Press.

1. Place the pieced fabrics  
right-side up on a cutting 
mat. Position Template A 
on top. (Figure 2) Using a 
rotary cutter, cut out the 
1⁄3-hexagon	shape.	(Figure 3)

2. Repeat steps 1–3 to make 2 
more shapes.

1. Arrange	the	(3)	1⁄3-hexagon	
shapes to form a hexagon. 
(Figure 4) Pin sections 1 and 
2 along their common edge, 
with the right sides facing. 
Sew the pieces together, 
stopping	1⁄4"	from	the	center	
corner. Press the seam 
toward section 1. 

2. Align and pin the common 
edges of pieces 2 and 3. 
Sew from the outer corner, 
stopping	1⁄4"	from	the	center.	

3. Cut the thread. Align and pin 
the common edges of pieces 
1	and	3.	Start	1⁄4"	from	the	
center and sew the seam. 
Press the seams to either 
direction.

4. Repeat steps 1–7 to make a 
total of 7 orange hexagon 
blocks.

Piecing the hexagons 
together
5. Pin the center hexagon block 

and 1 outer hexagon block 

together along the common 
edges. (Figure 5)	Start	1⁄4"	
from a corner and sew the 
blocks	together,	stopping	1⁄4"	
from the opposite corner. 
Press the seam toward the 
center block.

6. Pin a third hexagon block 
to the sewn pair along the 
common	edges.	Starting	1⁄4"	
from	the	first	outer	corner,	
sew toward the center, 
stopping	1⁄4"	from	the	center.	
Cut the thread and realign 
the pieces to sew from the 
center to the outer corner. 
Start	1⁄4"	from	the	center	and	
sew	to	1⁄4"	from	the	outer	
corner. Press the seams 
toward the center block.  
(Figure 6)

7. Repeat steps 1 and 2 to 
attach 3 additional hexagon 
blocks. (Figure 7)	For	the	final	
block, align the block with 
the sewn section along the 
first	common	edge.	Start	1⁄4"	
from the outer corner and 
sew	toward	the	first	corner,	
stopping	1⁄4"	from	the	first	
interior corner. (Figure 8) 

8. Cut the thread and realign 
the	final	hexagon	block	and	
the sewn section along the 
next common edge. Starting 
1⁄4"	from	the	first	corner,	sew	
toward the second interior 

f i g u r e 1
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corner,	stopping	1⁄4"	from	the	
second interior corner. 

9. Cut the thread and realign 
the	final	hexagon	block	and	
the sewn section along the 
last common edge. Starting 
1⁄4"	from	the	second	interior	
corner, sew toward the outer 
corner,	stopping	1⁄4"	from	
the outer corner. Press the 
seams toward the center 
block.

Making the diamond 
blocks
note: I made 2 different types of  
string-pieced diamonds. In 4 of the  
diamonds, the strings run the width 
of the diamond, while in 2 the strings 
run the length. This is strictly a 
personal preference. Whether you 
choose to have the strings run the 
length, width, or both, make sure the 
string-sewn section is large enough to 
accommodate diamond Template B.

10. Arrange 5–7 gray strips of 
varying widths on a table to 
decide on the placement. 
Position Template B on top 
of the strips to determine 
if additional strips are 
necessary (consider seam 
allowances).

11. Sew and press the strips 
together as you did for the 
orange strips.

12. Place Template B on top of 
the sewn strips, and trim the 
sewn strips to the diamond 
shape.

13. Repeat steps 1–3 to make 
a total of 6 string-pieced 
diamonds.

Piecing the diamonds to 
the hexagons
14. Working with 1 diamond at a 
time,	align	the	first	common	
edge of the diamond and the 
hexagon. (Figure 9)

note: The outer diamond corners 
should extend beyond the edges by 
1⁄4". You may find it helpful to mark 
the 1⁄4" seam allowance on the wrong 
side of the diamond.

15. Start at the outer corner 
and sew toward the center, 
stopping	1⁄4"	from	the	center.

16. Cut the thread. Realign the 
second common edges of the 
diamond and hexagon. Start 
1⁄4"	from	the	center	and	sew	
to the outer corner.

17. Repeat steps 1–3 to add the 
remaining diamonds.

Quilting the layers
18. Working	on	a	flat	surface,	

layer the backing fabric 
(wrong-side up), batting, and 
quilt top (right-side up).

19. Baste the layers together 
using your preferred method.

20. Machine or hand quilt using 
coordinating thread. Remove 
the basting as you work. I  
free-motion quilted, working 
from the quilt center in 
concentric circles spaced 
about	1⁄4"	apart.

21. Trim the layers so they are 
flush.

adding and piecing the 
binding
22. With the right sides together, 

center an orange binding 
strip along 1 orange edge of 
the quilt. 

note: A strip tail several inches long 
should extend beyond each end of 
the orange section.

23. Sew the center 2" of the strip 
to the quilt top.

24. Repeat steps 1 and 2 with 
the remaining orange strips, 
and then repeat with the gray 
strips. 

25. Working with a pair of 
adjacent gray and orange 
strips, abut the strips at the 
quilt seam. Fold the strips 
back at 45° angles in opposite 
directions. (Figure 10) Finger 
crease the folds.

26. Unfold both strips and, with 
the right sides together, 
match the creased lines. Sew 

fi g u r e 7 fi g u r e 8 fi g u r e 9 fi g u r e 10
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the strips together along the 
creased lines. Trim the seam 
allowance	to	1⁄4"	and	finger	
press it open.

27. Repeat steps 4 and 5 to sew 
all of the remaining binding 
strips together.

28. Finish sewing the binding 
to the quilt top and join the 
ends of the binding strips.

29. Hand stitch the binding 
to the back of your quilt, 
remembering to turn under 
the	1⁄4"	seam	allowance. 

Malka Dubrawsky dyes fabric, 
sews, and quilts from her studio in 
Austin, Texas. She is the author of 
Color Your Cloth: A Quilter’s Guide 
to dYeinG And PAtterninG FAbriC (Lark 
Books, 2009) and the upcoming Fresh 
QuiltinG: FeArless Color, desiGn, And 
insPirAtion, due out this December 
from Interweave. You can read more 
about Malka and see her work at 
stitchindye.com. 

template B
Cu t a l o n g  

d o t t e d l i n e

template A
Cu t a l o n g  
s o l i d l i n e

InTerWeAve grants permission  
to photocopy these patterns for personal use.

Enlarge pattern 120%

Enlarge pattern 147%
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selvage edges,	the	part	we	usually	cut	off	the	fabric	before	starting	a	quilting	
project, have a lot of fun information. The selvage often includes the fabric 
manufacturer, the designer, the collection name, and the colored registration 
dots that indicate the screen sequence and colors used during printing. These 
pincushions are an easy project that is both colorful and a great way to showcase 
this selvage information, repurposing something you’d normally toss. 

selvage edge
pincushions

By cinDy wiens
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cinDy wiens comes from a rich 
heritage of quilting, stemming from 
her ancestors. An important part of 
her heritage includes being careful 
not to waste anything, including the 
selvage edges from the beautiful 
fabrics she uses in her quilts. view 
her blog: aroundtheblockdesigns.
blogspot.com.

6. Turn the pincushion right-side 
out and press, pressing under 
the seam allowances along the 
opening. 

7. Fill the pincushion with crushed 
walnut shells. Pin the opening 
closed, then slipstitch it closed. 
For	added	strength,	sew	first	in	1	
direction, and then in the other. 

1. To make the front of the 
pincushion, position a 
selvage strip across the 
foundation fabric, 1⁄2"–3⁄4" 
from the lower edge, so 
that	the	finished	edge	of	
the selvedge is toward the 
bottom. Sew the selvage strip 
in place, stitching close to the 
finished	edge.

2. Position the next selvage 
strip on the foundation 
fabric with the lower edge 
overlapping the upper raw 
edge	of	the	first	strip.	Sew	the	
second strip in place close to 
the	finished	edge.

3. Continue sewing selvage 
strips in place until the 
foundation is covered. Trim 
the selvage ends even with 
the foundation fabric edges.

4. On the right side of the 
pincushion front, use a zipper 
foot or a piping foot to sew 
the piping along the edge.

5. Pin the pincushion front to 
the back with right sides 
together. With the front 
side up, stitch the squares 
together along the piping 
stitching line, leaving a 3" 
opening in the center of 1 
edge.
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Spiderweb 
Quilt By elizabeth Dackson
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c u t t i n g
1. From your base fabric, cut 

60 squares 81/2" x 81/2". 
Carefully layer several 
squares on your cutting mat. 
Using a large quilting ruler, 
make a cut diagonally across 
the squares from corner to 
corner. Each square will yield 
2 triangles.

2. Prepare your scraps by 
cutting them into 1"-wide 
strips. you may trim them 
further, into 51/2"-long strips, 
or you may trim them as you 
go, which will create minimal 
fabric waste.

P i e c i n g
1. Using the diamond pattern 

(provided), make a template 
from cardboard or template 
plastic. 

2. Place the template on 1 of 
your base triangles, matching 
the top of the diamond with 
the top of the base triangle as 

Finished size: 55” x 65”

•	 Base fabric (for background),  
33/4 yds.

•	 various scraps, 2 yds. total 
(approximately)

•	 Backing fabric, 4 yds.
•	 Binding fabric, 5⁄8 yd.
•	 Batting, twin size
•	 Cardboard or template plastic
•	 Water-soluble marking tool

m
aterials

For my quilt, I used prints from 
two of Anna Maria Horner’s 
fabric collections: “Good Folks” 
and “Garden Party.” I adore 
the bright, saturated colors in 
these collections; I used a white 
background to balance out the 
cacophony of color in the prints. 
you can follow my lead and use 
lots of color, or you can make 
a big impact in your quilt by 
choosing fabrics in just one or 
two colors.

To make this quilt your own, you 
can vary the width of your scrap 
strips, cutting them as narrow as  
1" wide or as wide as 21/2". This 
variety of widths can create a 
lot of visual interest and lends 
an improvisational feel to the 
finished	quilt.

note: The featured quilt was assem-
bled with assistance from the {Sew}  
Beautiful quilt bee: Katie Bowlby, 
Megan Bohr, AnneMarie Chany, Cara 
elsas, Lee Heinrich, Brooke Johnsen, 
emily Lang, Angela nash, Kati Spen-
cer, and Cherie Wright. 

shown. (Figure 1) Using a  
water-soluble marking tool, 
trace the outline along both 
long sides of the diamond. 
Repeat for all 120 base 
triangles.

3. With right sides together, 
place	your	first	fabric	strip	
on top of your base triangle, 
lining up the raw edge of 
your strip with the line you 
traced from the diamond 
template. (Figure 2) Use a 1/4" 
seam to sew together. Do not 
trim anything except for your 
thread tails at this point.

4. Carefully	finger	press	the	
strip open, away from the 
center, and line up your next 
strip on the opposite side of 
the center of the block. Sew 
this strip to your base triangle 
in the same manner. Finger 
press this strip open as well, 
then press both seams with 
your iron.

note: Once you have sewn the 2 
fabric strips that border the center of 
your base triangle, you will not sew 
any additional strips onto the base 
triangle. (It will be folded out of the 
way as you add the remaining strips.)

String quilts, while currently quite popular amongst 
modern quilters, began as utility quilts as early as the 
mid 1800s. String quilts were usually made on a foundation 
of either muslin or paper; quilters commonly used 
newspaper for the foundation and whatever fabrics were 
available for the strings. 

f i g u r e 1

f i g u r e 2
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5. Position your next fabric 
strip, right sides together and 
raw edges aligned. Fold back 
the base triangle and sew the 
seam. 

6. Continue adding strips until 
you have covered the base 
triangle,	finger	pressing	and	
pressing your strip seams 
open along the way. 

note: You can chain-piece these spi-
derweb triangles, which can minimize 
thread waste.

7. Turn the triangle to the 
wrong side, and using the 
base triangle as your guide, 
trim away the excess strip 
lengths. (Figure 3) Then, fold 
back the excess base triangle 

fabric, and trim it away.

8. Lay out 4 completed triangles 
in a star formation. (Figure 4) 
Using a 1/4" seam allowance, 
line up 2 triangles at a time 

and seam them together. 
Continue for all blocks. Press 
the seams open. Next, seam 
the half-blocks together using 
a 1/4" seam allowance.

tip: When pressing the finished 
blocks, push the seams open at the 
center of the blocks so they will lie as 
flat as possible. 

F i n i s h i n g
1. Arrange the blocks into 5 

vertical rows of 6 blocks each. 
Sew the vertical rows, and 

then sew the rows together 
to complete your quilt top.

2. Piece the backing. Layer the 
backing (wrong side up), 
batting, and quilt top (right 
side up). 

3. Baste the layers together.

4. Quilt as desired. The featured 
quilt shows an allover 
meandering stipple design.

5. Trim the edges as needed, 
and bind. 

ELIzABETH DACkSON
dontcallmebetsy.blogspot.com

InTerWeAve grants permission  
to photocopy this pattern for personal use 

only.
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