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InstructIons
All seam allowances are 1/2". 

See “Sewing Basics” for more 

information.

1.  Use a rotary cutter and ruler to cut 

out the rectangular pieces listed in 

the cutting chart. You may want to 

cut out and assemble 1 basket at a 

time to avoid confusion. 

Tip: If you cut the fabric for all  

3 baskets at once, it is helpful to label the 

pieces with masking tape. 

2.  Center the midweight interfacing 

on the wrong side of the hanging 

loop and fuse according to the 

manufacturer’s instructions. Fold 

over the raw edges by 1/4" on each 

side twice using the edge of the 

interfacing as a guide, to form a 

double hem. Press. Topstitch the 

hems with a thread that matches the 

fabric. 

3.  Fold the loop in half lengthwise 

matching the raw edges, with the 

right sides facing out. Center it on 

the top of the lining with the right 

side of the lining facing up and the 

raw edges aligned. Pin the loop and 

then baste it to the lining. (Figure 1)

4.  Center the foam stabilizer on the 

wrong side of the outer basket fabric 

and pin it in place. Mark the center 

bottom line of the basket and use a 

walking foot and matching thread to 

quilt that line. Then quilt a straight 

line 1" on either side of the center 

line and 2 more straight lines 3/4" 

Hanging Organizer Baskets
by Candy Glendening

Sponsored by Bernina

Materials
For all 3 baskets

• 1/2 yd. each of 3 coordinating 

fabrics (I used hand-dyed linen for 

my baskets.)

• Paper-backed fusible web, 1/2 yd.

• Foam stabilizer, 1/2 yd. (I used 

ByAnnie’s Soft and Stable™.)

• Free-motion Leaf and Label 

templates

• Midweight woven fusible 

interfacing, 1/8 yd. (I used Pellon® 

SF-101 Shape Flex®.) 

• Ultra-firm fusible stabilizer, 1/8 yd.  

(I used Pellon® Peltex® 72.) 

• Solid thread matching each of the  

3 fabric colors

• Variegated quilting thread that 

contrasts with your fabric

• Rotary cutting tools

• Scissors

• Fabric marking tool 

• Sewing machine with free-motion 

capabilities and free-motion foot

• Walking foot

figure 1
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down from the top and bottom. 

(Figure 2) Quilt more horizontal 

lines to stabilize the fabric.  

(Figure 3)

5. Plan the quilting for the branch and 

the marking; refer to the Leaf and 

Label templates provided or use 

your own designs. Use the straight 

line 1" from the center quilted 

line as the bottom of your design 

and remember that 11/2" on each 

side will wrap around the side of 

the basket and into the seam. You 

will want to extend the quilted 

branch around the side and into 

the seam, but the quilted word (in 

this case, “Mail”) should stay on 

the front so it can be read. Change 

the thread in your sewing machine 

to a contrasting variegated thread 

and set up your sewing machine for 

free-motion quilting with the feed 

dogs down and a free-motion foot in 

place. Mark the curved line for the 

branch and free motion quilt that 

line and the basket marking.  

(Figure 4) 

6.  Following the manufacturer’s 

instructions, add the paper-backed 

fusible web to the back of 2 different 

6" squares of contrasting fabrics. 

Either use the template provided or 

free-hand cut several leaves from the 

2 fabrics. Place the quilted fabric on 

your ironing board and arrange the 

leaves along the stitched branch, 

leaving room between the branch 

and the leaf so you can quilt the 

stems. When you are happy with 

the arrangement, fuse the leaves 

onto the quilted fabric. Beginning at 

the base of the branch, free-motion 

machine sketch the branch, quilting 

a stem and up around the inside 

of each leaf before returning to the 

main branch and stitching to the 

next leaf. (Figure 5)

Note: What I call free-motion machine 

sketching is very similar to free-motion 

machine quilting: put the feed dogs 

down, use a free-motion foot, make the 

needle go quickly, and move your hands 

slowly. When sketching, I am retracing 

my steps yet trying to miss on purpose. 

This took some practice after years of 

trying to follow lines exactly. What I’m 

trying to emphasize here is that although 

I’m using a machine, the process is still 

created by my hands! I love the beautiful 

imperfection of a strong line that is 

created by drawing it over and over—but 

in this case, my drawing tool is a sewing 

machine.

7.  

Coupons Mail Magazines

Fabric for outer basket 11" × 18" 13" × 13" 12" × 23"

Fabric for lining 107/8" × 173/4" 127/8" × 123/4" 117/8" × 223/4"

Fabric for hanging loop 9" × 4" 11" × 4" 10" × 4"

Fabric for base wrapping 83/4" × 4" 103/4" × 4" 93/4" × 4"

Foam stabilizer 10" × 17" 12" × 12" 11" × 22"

Midweight fusible 
interfacing

8" × 4" 10" × 4" 9" × 4"

Ultra-firm fusible 
stabilizer (cut 2)

73/4" × 17/8" 93/4" × 17/8" 83/4" × 17/8"

Size of finished basket 8" × 71/2" × 2" 10" × 5" × 2" 9" × 10" × 2"

c u t t i n g  c h a rt
(cut 1 unless otherwise noted)

figure 2

figure 3

figure 4
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Fold the basket in half, right sides 

together, and stitch both sides. 

Repeat this for the lining as well. 

Clip the corners and press all the 

side seams open. 

8. Box both the lining and basket corners 

as follows: With the wrong sides 

facing out, fold the side down to the 

bottom of basket, making sure the 

side seam aligns with the quilted line 

you stitched down the center of the 

bottom. Position a ruler across the 

corner and mark a line perpendicular 

to the side seam that is 1" from the tip 

of the corner. (Figure 6) Stitch back 

and forth across the line. Although 

you may clip off these corners, I have 

found that leaving these “ears” gives 

the corner a bit more stability.

9. Once all the corners have been boxed, 

turn the lining right side out and place 

it inside the basket so that the right 

sides are facing each other. Make sure 

that the side with the hanging loop 

basted to the lining is opposite the 

back of the basket (the side without 

the quilted decoration). Pin around 

the perimeter, leaving a 4" opening in 

the back, and stitch. (Figure 7)  

10. Turn the basket right side out 

through the opening and then push 

the lining into the basket. Press 

around the top of the basket, making 

sure to press the opening seam in 

line with the stitched seam. Pin the 

opening closed and then topstitch 

around the perimeter of the basket 

to close the turning gap and add a 

nice finishing touch to the basket.

11. Take the pair of ultra-firm fusible 

stabilizer pieces you cut for the base 

support and check to see if they fit; 

they may need some trimming. Once 

they fit snugly in the bottom, stack 

them together and wrap them with 

the base wrapping fabric (enclosing 

the edges), fuse it well, and stitch 

around the perimeter. Push the base 

into the bottom of the basket.

12. Mount a rail to the wall and hang 

the baskets on the rail. 

figure 6

figure 7
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