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Backs of Quilts Can be Artful, Too
by Kathryn Pellman

Sponsored by Bernina of America, eQuilter.com, Treenway Silks, Sew Steady, Dharma Trading Co.

Host Susan Brubaker Knapp and quilt artist Kathryn Pellman

Materials
• Finished quilt top

• Leftover fabric from sewing the top 

or additional yardage/strips/blocks/

scraps 

Ten Reasons To 
Piece a QuilT Back
1. Keep working—you ran out of your 

first choice of fabric, the fabric store 

is closed, and you want to make the 

back and layer the quilt NOW!

2. Use leftover strips that you will end 

up in a plastic bag never to be used.

3. Use extra blocks. 

4. Use fabric purchased for the front 

but not used.

5. Use leftovers from cutting bias 

pieces.

6. Do something different and 

surprising on the back.

7. Explain the quilt, i.e., why it was 

made.

8. Show the block module (enlarge the 

block).

9. Create a fabric library.

10. Need a place to use fabric “too good 

to cut up.”

Backart is a word Danita 

Rafalovich and I coined in 1987 

when we wrote our first article. 

And BACKART—ON THE FLIP SIDE 

is the title of the book we wrote about 

using the empty back of the quilt as a 

canvas. There is no right or wrong way 

to make backart, only what works for 

you. It’s all about creativity and breaking 

quilting ‘rules.’

HoRizonTal/ 
VeRTical Back

A simple horizontal/vertical back uses 

two lengths of fabric. One length is 

cut in half lengthwise and used for the 

outside columns. The fabric can run 

either horizontally or vertically. If the 

fabric selected for the back is as long as 

the quilt top, a vertical pieced back is 

recommended.

1. Cut the fabric along the center fold 

producing 2 columns.

2. Place the columns on the quilt top 

so that they extend beyond the 

top’s edges by 4" (or more). This is 

the space you will need to fill. The 
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simplest version uses 1 piece of 

fabric; the second length of fabric 

you started with.  

Tip: Get creative and use multiple fabrics 

including leftover strips and blocks until 

you fill the space. When using multiple 

fabrics and/or pieces, piece the shortest 

seams together first.

3. Sew the outer columns to the center 

length or pieced fabric to create the 

quilt back.

Diagonal cuT

The diagonal cut is a great way to utilize 

fabric that is too narrow and too short 

to cover a quilt back. Although a larger 

piece of fabric may also be used.

1. Fold a square or rectangular piece 

of fabric from corner to corner and 

cut along the fold. The fold will be 

on the bias—not necessarily the 

true bias, however, depending on 

how you folded the piece originally. 

Handle the edges carefully.

2. The bias edge can become wavy and 

stretch out of shape. To control this, 

sew a strip of fabric cut on the straight 

of grain to each edge. The strips can be 

of any width and should extend beyond 

the edges of each triangle.

3. Do not trim the extra lengths (tails) 

until the quilt is layered and quilted. 

Otherwise, it may not lay flat.

4. Place the 2 triangles on opposite 

corners of the top, exceeding the 

edges by 4" or more. This ‘opening’ 

is the space you need to fill. The 

simplest version uses 1 piece of 

fabric. Or get creative and use 

multiple fabrics including leftover 

strips and blocks until you fill the 

space.

5. When using multiple fabrics and/

or pieces, piece the shortest seams 

together first.

TiPs
• Set the pieced back at an off angle, 

i.e., don’t try to align back seams with 

front seams.

• Quilting lines can and should run 

through back blocks; don’t try to align 

front and back seams. It is better if 

they don’t run parallel to each other 

as it is hard to get everything lined 

up and may create a “bump” from too 

many layers.

• Always put a straight grain strip on 

the long diagonal bias and handle 

as little as possible before sewing 

together so the edge doesn’t stretch.

• Tape the top to the floor or a table or 

mark the corners with tape to check 

size. The larger the quilt, the more 

important this becomes.

• Add an extra 3"–4" to each side 

(6"–8" for larger quilts) for insurance. 

If you find the back is too short or 

too narrow, add another strip or 2, as 

needed.
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