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If I could sum up my advice it would be 

learn, persist, and network. 

When I moved from Washington State 

to Maine, I lost my customer base for 

high-end home dec sewing, so it was a 

perfect time to give professional quilting 

a go.

Before the move, I concentrated on:

• Researching how to earn income in 

quilting, 

• Joining an online chat group for quilt 

pattern designers,

• Joining online interest groups for art 

quilting, my sewing machine brand, 

and more, and

• Networking.

Learn
The start of your business in quilting 

begins with learning and striving to be 

the best: 

• Learn what you like to do.

• Learn and master your subject.

• Learn what options are available 

to you (teaching, writing, editing, 

website design, photography, etc.).

Persist
Be prepared for a lot of rejection, 

especially in the beginning. I always 

believed as I was trying to break into 

this world that the hardest part is 

getting noticed, getting your foot in the 

proverbial door. I was right. There are 

SO many people out there, and many of 

them are brilliant at what they do, but 

they go unnoticed. 

Do not expect the world to beat a 

path to your door, to discover you at 

the local quilt show and rocket you 

to stardom. That might happen for a 

handful of people. The rest of us have to 

work. A lot. 

Believe in yourself, but also be honest 

and objective about your strengths and 

weaknesses.

Network
Get to know people. Read magazines, 

go to shows and exhibits, browse the 

books and patterns at your local quilt 

shops. Learn what’s going on in the 

industry, and then get to know those 

people. Once you’ve learned about local 

resources, expand your reach: go to 

regional and national shows. 

You can also network online. That is 

how I started, and you really get to 

know a LOT of people. Sign up for 

mailing lists of people you admire who 

do newsletters—you will learn a lot. 

Quilters are generally a friendly and 

very generous lot, willing to help those 

who want to work hard and make a life 

in this business. 

You’ll have a blast getting to know folks 

and then working with them. 
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If someone had told me 15 years ago that I would 

be on “Quilting Arts TV,” have a Quilting Arts 

Workshop™ video, be published dozens and dozens 

of times in the U.S. and internationally, have quilts 

traveling the world in exhibits, and teach across the 

United States including at the top shows, I would 

never have believed it. But one step at a time, with a 

lot of hard work and persistence, I got here. 
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