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InstructIons

Create the background
1. Spray baste the batting to the reverse 

side of the backing fabric.

2. Cut a 10" x 7" piece of fusible web.  

Peel 1 layer of release paper from the 

fusible and place it on the batting, 

tacky side down. Fuse. Peel off 

the second layer of release paper, 

exposing the tacky surface. 

3. Using a marker draw a horizon line 

(where the sky meets the water) on 

the tacky surface. Use the inspiration 

Landscape Collage: From photo to quilt
by Ann Loveless

Sponsored by Bernina of America and QNNtv

Materials 
Finished Size: 10" x 7"

• Inspiration photo

• Muslin or backing fabric,  

10" x 7" 

• Steam-a-Seam® fusible web,  

2 sheets 9" x 12" or 1/2 yard 

• Batting, 10" x 7"

• Basting spray 

• Glue stick

• Batik scraps for sky, water, dunes, 

grass, trees, and leaves 

• Specialty fabrics—sheers in shades 

of green; linen and gauze in 

sand colors; metallic blue fabric; 

upholstery fabric in dune and gold

• White, green, and gold yarn

Susan Brubaker Knapp and Ann Loveless

this quilt, “Lake Collage,” is a northern 

Michigan beach scene inspired by the beautiful, 

blue water of the Great Lakes. Working from a 

photograph taken by my husband, Steve Loveless, 

this landscape includes birch trees and lush dune 

grass. Along with cotton prints and batik fabrics,  

I incorporated yarn, sheers, netting, silk, and  

gauze into the foreground, creating interesting 

textures. Various embroidery threads were used to 

free-motion machine stitch this small collage.

“Lake Collage” • 10" x 7"
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photo. Draw in dune lines or any 

other compositional elements. 

(figure 1)

4. Start at the top of the scene and 

work down. Cut sky fabrics into 

cloud-like shapes and collage them 

on the tacky surface of the quilt. 

Overlap the raw edges about 1/4". 

Continue placing fabrics to the 

horizon line.

5. To create a crisp, straight horizon line, 

choose a long, thin piece of dark blue 

fabric and apply fusible to the reverse.  

Cut a 1/2" x 12" strip and remove the 

release paper. Place the strip on the 

horizon line—use a ruler to ensure 

accuracy—overlapping the sky fabric 

by 1/4".

6. Using the darkest water fabrics first, 

cut long wavy strips and place them 

on the tacky surface of the quilt, 

overlapping the horizon line edge. 

Continue overlapping with water 

fabrics working into medium colors 

and ending with lightest colors at 

the dune line.

7. Using the same technique, continue 

with the dune fabrics—cutting, 

placing, and overlapping down to 

the bottom edge of the quilt. Add 

other background elements from the 

inspiration photo.

NOTE: In my quilt, I added a small 

mound of grass fabric for the base of the 

tree I would add later.

8. The entire quilt surface should be 

covered with fabric with no fusible 

web showing. (figure 2)

9. Fuse, following the manufacturer’s 

instructions. 

TIP: Use a glue stick to tack down loose edges 
or corners that might come up when quilting.

10. Free-motion quilt the entire 

background, changing the top thread 

as needed to match the sky, water, 

dunes, etc.

Embellish the background
1. Pin white yarn in the sky for fluffy 

clouds and free-motion or zigzag 

stitch with monofilament thread. Pin 

blue metallic sheer in the water to 

mimic the sun’s reflection and free-

motion stitch with metallic thread.

2. Pin other sheers, silks, linens, 

upholstery fabrics, yarns, and other 

specialty fabrics on the quilt and 

free-motion stitch. (figure 3)

Create the foreground
1. Apply fusible to tree, leaf, and grass 

fabrics and peel off the release paper.

2. Referring to the inspiration photo, 

cut the tree and grass fabrics into 

shapes mimicking those forms and 

place the trees and grass on the 

quilt. Fuse.

3. Free-motion stitch the tree trunks 

and grass, changing thread colors as 

needed.

4. Cut small, mosaic-like chips from 

green sheer fabrics and let them 

drop on the quilt among the tree 

branches. Cut leaf chips from the 

fused leaf fabrics and place them on 

the tree trunks.

NOTE: The fused leaf chips will catch 

the sheer leaves so they will stick until 

stitched. Tweezers help with arranging the 

leaf chips so the fusible is face down on 

the quilt.

5. Free-motion stitch the leaves in a 

circular pattern with green thread.

6. Free-motion stitch thread branches 

among the leaves and tree trunks 

with brown thread.

7. Finish the edges as desired. My 

preferred method is to leave the edges 

raw and glue the quilt to a piece of 16" 

x 12" mat board. Sometimes I square 

up the edges and add a narrow binding 

and sleeve for hanging. 
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